
It's been 3 years since The City of Ottawa

declared a housing and homelessness

emergency. Since then, the number of people

sleeping outside has doubled.

For every 1 (one) affordable housing unit

built, 7 (seven) are lost.

42% of renters spend more than a third of

their income on rent and utilities, while

20% of renters spend more than half of their

income on rent and utilities.

The annual rate of rent inflation remained

in double-digits for the eighth consecutive

month in December. 

Between 2019 and 2020, 8619 people were

homeless, 46% of them for the first time.

At least one third of Ottawa's shelter

population is Indigenous.

In 2019, people in Ottawa said that ending

homelessness should be City Council's #1

priority.

CITY 
BUDGET

CONSULTATION 
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Housing subsidies and Rent-Geared-to-
Income through Ottawa Community Housing.
Some $ for emergency shelter beds.
Some $ for homelessness organizations.
$15 million for affordable housing.
$4.5 million for community safety, well-
being and social investments.

Over 12,000 people remain on the waiting
list for Ottawa Community Housing (OCH).
The $15 M for affordable housing has not
increased since 2019, so its value has
declined over time due to inflation.
More people are at risk of homelessness
due to declining mental health, the rising
rates of addictions, and other conditions
in the wake of Ottawa's housing crisis,
the pandemic, the opioid crisis and now
food inaccessibility.

What's in the budget for homelessness?

So what's the problem?

BUDGET BREAKDOWN

Rent-Geared-to-Income (RGI) is
a reduced rental subsidy that is
based on total household income.
Most Ottawa Community
Housing tenants have RGIs,
however, the waitlist to qualify
for this kind of housing is at
least 5 years! 

Introduce yourself.
 

Share the ward you live in.
 

Refer to facts and
statistics.

 
Identify the link between
housing affordability and

homelessness.
 

Keep talking points short
and firm.

 
Remain calm.

 
Share why ending

homelessness is important
to you.

 
Thank your councilor for
the opportunity to share

your views.

SO WHAT'S IN THE CITY BUDGET DOESN'T MEET
THE NEED TO ADDRESS HOMELESSNESS AND

THE CONDITIONS THAT CAUSE IT.

Need more help
communicating with your

city councilor?
 

Reach out to
advocacy@ottawamission.com /+\ PO

SSIBLE
/+\ PO

SSIBLE

IE: immediate chang
es that

will have $0.00 impact on

the city bud
get, and will

reduce homelessness!

Ban "demovictions" and "renovictions".
Increase affordable housing through
inclusionary zoning.
Move toward a coordinated access system
for the homelessness continuum.
Increase partnerships with related
service providers.
Close gaps in organizational discharge
planning.
Increase accountability and transparency
through regular reporting.

ACTION AT NO COST

The Ottawa Mission Impact Report2021 - 2022
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Interrupt.
 

Request actions outside
of your councilor's

jurisdiction or scope.
 

Divert from your
speaking points.

 
Accept distractions.

 
Doubt yourself.

DON'T

HOUSING + HOMELESSNESS
IN OTTAWA 

QUICK LINKS
One-day snapshot of homelessness inOttawa (October 2021)
Yearly data of unique clients and/orfamilies staying in the Ottawa sheltersystem, and their length of stay
Canadian Human Rights Commission:Financialization of housing
The Demoviction Report: Ottawa
Rental rates increase double-digits in Ottawa

Calendar: City Budget Ward Consultations

DO

https://ottawamission.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/digital_impact-report-2021-2022.pdf
https://ottawamission.com/get-involved/advocacy/
https://ottawamission.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/Advocacy-Toolkit_Candidate_Sept30.pdf
https://documents.ottawa.ca/sites/documents/files/PointInTime_Infographic_EN_.pdf
https://open.ottawa.ca/datasets/ottawa::housing-services-yearly-hifis-data/explore
https://acorncanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/09/acorn-financialization-impacts-tenants-ofha-en-1.pdf
https://acorncanada.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/FINAL-Ottawa-Demovictions-Report-1_0.pdf
https://ottawa.ctvnews.ca/rental-rates-increase-double-digits-in-ottawa-report-finds-1.6235607
https://airtable.com/shrHnE3kwtBhOTPAD

